
 

 

Role Description 

Book Series Editor 

Description: 

This role involves editing and promoting the Society’s book series. This series is published in collaboration 

with the Society for the Study of French History and the French Colonial Historical Society. It aims to 

showcase innovative monographs and edited collections on the history of France, its colonies and imperial 

undertakings, and the francophone world more generally since c. 1750. Authors demonstrate how sources 

and interpretations are being opened to historical investigation in new and interesting ways, and how 

unfamiliar subjects have the capacity to tell us more about France and the French colonial empire, their 

relationships in the world, and their legacies in the present. The series is particularly receptive to studies 

that break down traditional boundaries and conventional disciplinary divisions. 

The role offers a great opportunity to gain experience of working closely with both the publisher 

Manchester University Press and the Society, and also to learn about the latest research in French history. 

Fulfilling these duties requires liaison with a range of SSFH role holders including the President, Secretary, 

the editors of French History, and the French History Network blog. 

The Book Series Editor will work alongside their Co-Editor, and between them are expected to attend 

regular (twice-yearly) committee meetings (for which travel expenses are paid); manage series proposals 

and manuscripts; and consult on day-to-day issues as they arise. In return for carrying out the role, series 

editors receive two copies of each new book and an honorarium on publication. 

Principal responsibilities: 

Series editors are contracted for a period of five years. The role includes: 

• Being a member of SSFH  

• Encouraging scholars to submit book proposals to the series 

• Providing an initial assessment of proposals in collaboration with the other series editors and 

suggesting external readers for MUP to approach 

• Ensuring feedback is provided in a systematic way to any submission  

• Helping MUP to assess reader reports and decide if a project is worth contracting 

• Proofreading series pages in the prelims of forthcoming books 

• Assisting MUP with updating the series description and promotional materials when required 

• Liaising with the SSFH Communications Secretary to ensure that each issue of the society's 

journal, French History, includes a current list of publications in the series 

• To attend committee meetings and AGMs and to provide reports on the society’s membership 



 

 

on these occasions. The committee normally meets in late June/early July at the Annual 
Conference, and in January at the Annual Douglas Johnson Memorial Lecture in French History 
(normally held in London). 

· Expenses for travel can be reclaimed for attending committee meetings. Please use the 
expenses form on the Society website. (http://frenchhistorvsocietv.co.uk/Forms.htm) 

· Papers will be circulated in advance of meetings, and committee members are expected to 
scrutinise the reports of officers 

• To be willing to consider serving on judging panels for the Society's various prizes 

· In these requests regard shall be had to broad representation of the various chronological 
periods of French history. 

· A full list of the prizes currently offered is available on the Society website 
(http://frenchhistorvsocietv.co.uk/prizes.htm). 
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